Minutes of Renal Association Education and Training Committee Teleconference
7th February 2011

	Attendees
	Sue Carr (Chair)

Jeremy Levy, Steve Riley, Pearl Pai, Alison Brown, Chris Kingswood, John Firth, Jonathan Fox, Robert MacTier, Lorraine Harper, Liz Lightstone, Sunil Bhandari, Raj Thuraisingham

	Action

	Apologies
	Pete Topham

	

	1.
	CPD sessions are organised for the annual RA meeting 2011.  SC will explore whether Shire would be willing to provide funding to film or pod-cast these sessions. 

	SC

	2.
	Committee rules and terms of reference.  
The rules and terms of reference were discussed and a number of changes in wording have been agreed.  Please see attached documents for approval.  

Consideration of Vice Chair or Secretary for the Committee.  It was felt that this was probably not required at the present time.  We will adopt a system where tasks are more formally delegated to individuals to organise and delivery on behalf of the Committee.  LL suggested in view of the reduced NHS admin support, it may be necessary for the Renal Association to consider admin support for Chairs of the Renal Association Committee.  LH indicated that this would require a formal submission to the RA.


	

	3.
	E-learning update.  
i) J Firth updated regarding the current E-learning for Health Project.  There are two modules in preparation, although the timelines are very short and the modules need to be delivered by April.  JF indicated we would deliver the material that we could within the timeframe and that this will be uploaded on to the E-learning for Health website.  

ii) RT presented the case of the month initiative.  The Committee felt it was best to adopt an incremental approach and that there is a high priority to develop some material and enable it to be viewed on the RA website.  SC will ask Mark Harber and RT to liaise with Neil Turner to try and move this forward and also to recruit two SpRs to the project group.  It is important that the structure is such that this resource could be uploaded into a future project such as a Moodle platform and that ultimately the project can be self sustaining.  RT and MH to move forward with Neil Turner.

iii) SC explained that there is an opportunity for an e-learning development funded by an unrestricted educational grant by Shire.  The funding appears to be such that a website could be established and a Fellow supported to run it.  It has been suggested that a fellowship be considered via the Kidney Research UK and SC will explore this further.  SC will liaise with Shire and develop a Stakeholder Group to move this project forward.  It would be useful to have filming and pod casting from the CPD sessions this year to have some material to start such an initiative.  Chris Kingswood indicated that the faculty of his Nephrology MSC would help with the RA e-Learning initiatives

	SC

RT, MH

SC

	4.
	Communication and website. 
AB said she was happy to continue to co-ordinate the website material but in general we need to have more material to reflect the activity of the Committee, uploaded on to the website.  SC will invite members of the Committee to write brief updates on their area of expertise and we can forward this to Alison to upload on the website. 


	SC

	5.
	J Fox updated the Committee regarding the Nephrology Specialty Certificate examination which is going well.  Jonathan will submit an update for the website and for the Committee in June.  

	

	6.
	Advanced Nephrology Course.   SB informed the Committee that there have been lower numbers attending the course recently and JS advised there had been a loss on the previous course of £5,600.  The course is evaluated well and the new structure was felt to be successful, especially at the Oxford meeting.  Concerns were expressed that there is a shortage of study leave funding.  It was suggested that the ANC course organisers could recommend the course to TPDs as good preparation for the Nephrology Certificate Examination and that this may help channel study leave funding for the ANC course.  A change of title for the course is still under consideration but the Committee felt on balance that the name should remain the Advanced Nephrology Courses.  There are also considerations about whether to run one course a year.  SC asked SB to submit a report for the meeting in June so that this could be discussed further.  


	SB

	7.
	Training issues.  Pearl Pai gave an update on the National Recruitment plans this year.  The curriculum implementation day will take place on the 5th April.  


	

	8.
	Any other business.  JL reported that the loss of 6 SpRs numbers last year and 6 planned this year is presenting major challenges within London and will lead to clinical service pressures and challenges for SpRs planning to take out programme experience.  This issue will be re-discussed at the next SAC meeting.  

	

	9.
	Date of next meeting: Renal Association Conference – Provisionally 7th June 2011
	


