Minutes of the Renal Association, Education and Training Committee

Tuesday 7th June 2011, Birmingham ICC

	Present
	John Firth, Sunil Bhandari, Chris Kingswood, Mark Brady, Jeremy Levy, Phil Mason, Alison Brown, Jonathan Fox, Raj Thuraisingham, Robert MacTier


	Action

	1.

Apologies
	Peter Topham, Steven Riley, Heather Wilson, Liz Lightstone


	

	2
	The minutes of the previous meeting 2010 and the telephone conference were accepted. 


	

	3.
	Membership of the Committee.

Dr Pearl Pai has stepped down from the Committee as Training Programme Director representative.  Robert MacTier stepped down as Elected Renal Executive member. 
SC would like to extend the Committee’s thanks for their contribution and commitment to the Education and Training Committee over the last 3 years.  
Professor Carr has completed a 3 year term as Chair of the Education and Training Committee, and in accordance with the Committee rules and terms of reference is due to stand down. Professor Bruce Hendry has asked that Professor Carr continue as Chair for a further year until Summer 2012.  SC has agreed to continue until Summer 2012 but the Committee will need to identify a new Chair over the next 12 months.


	

	4.
	Committee Rules and Chair Terms of Reference.  These have been accepted.  


	

	5.
	CPD sessions for the Annual Renal Association meeting in 2012.  The Committee proposed the following topics.  

a) Myeloma/Amyloidosis.  SC will ask Colin Hutchinson as a member of the E & T Committee if he would liaise to help arrange this session.  

b) Genetic Diseases, to include polycystic kidney disease.  Chris Kingswood has agreed to lead on this session.  It was envisaged that this could include polycystic kidney disease and that Mark Taylor, as Chair of the RADAR Committee, would be contacted to help identify appropriate topics to address and speakers.  In addition Fiona Karet may wish to contribute to a CPD session in this area.  

c) Vascular disease.  Sunil Bhandari has agreed to lead on this session and will contact Phil Kalra to identify appropriate topics and speakers.  In addition, having a session on vasculitis was discussed.  


	SC to contact C Hutchinson

CK to contact Mark Taylor of the RADAR Committee

SB

	6.
	(i)
E-Learning.  Dr Firth updated the Committee on the E-Learning for Health Project, KidnE which is now live.  He encourages members to publicise this resource.  The Committee have also requested that the resource be publicised via E-news and on the Renal Association website.  SC to contact Lorraine Harper regarding E-news, posting links and material on Renal Association website.

(ii)
The Committee were updated on the development of the Global Kidney Academy which has been developed by Professor Meguid El-Nahas  
(iii)
A separate discussion will take place in a sub-group of the Committee and other stakeholders to discuss developing a Renal Association online case based initiative. 

(iv)
Chris Kingswood has proposed that he will develop information to be posted on the Renal Association website informing members of current E-learning materials and web links which are available and how they map to the Renal curriculum 2010.  In addition he will provide some indication of the quality of materials using a grading scoring system.  
Jeremy Levy had also offered that he would provide his existing curriculum map resource to Dr Kingswood so that E-learning resources could be more easily mapped. In addition, information from the Renal Specialty Certificate Examination MRCPUK pages could be made available to help facilitate this.  


	SC

JL

CK

	7.
	a)
Nephrology Specialty Certificate Examination:  See Dr Fox tabled report. 

b)
Advanced Nephrology Course.  Dr Bhandari advised the Committee that a single advanced nephrology course would run in 2012 for four to five days including a weekend.  The course will be based in Oxford.  There have been increasing financial losses over the previous course and the second course in 2011 has been cancelled.  It has been noted that there are high management costs and this is being explored further with MCI.  
	

	8.
	Current Training Issues.  

a) SAC

Simon Davies has supplied a report as SAC Chair (see attached with minutes) 

b)  Curriculum update.  
SC advised the Committee that the Curriculum Group have been advised of a range of new topics to consider for inclusion in the 2010 curriculum.  The curriculum group have taken the view that they would not be looking to undertake any major adjustments to the curriculum this year but only minor adjustments.  The topics are patient safety, domestic violence, adolescence and transition care, obesity, bioethics, end of life care and return to work.  Most of these topics were already included in the 2010 curriculum.  The Curriculum Group are currently reviewing this an plan a telephone conference to discuss further in September.  

UEMS curriculum.  

The Committee learned that different EU countries had very different curriculum requirements and systems of regulation.  The curriculum produced is fairly basic and far less detailed than the renal curriculum 2010 in the UK.  The UEMS curriculum does give an indicator of the minimally acceptable content of nephrology training.  This curriculum may offer opportunities to link with the nephrology certificate examination and Jonathan Fox will explore this.  Continued involvement with the UEMS group will help to develop the EU curriculum over time.  SC as Chair of the Committee has  been contacted by the European Society of Transplantation regarding the curriculum for medical transplantation and a proposed ESOT examination.  The Committee felt unable to give a view on whether this should be publicised to Renal Association members without having first seen some examples of the examination.  The Committee felt that if information about this examination was disseminated via the Renal Association, it must be clear that this would not be a requirement for UK training but would be a voluntary examination available for trainees or consultants to take if they wished.  In order for the Renal Association to promote the exam, there would need to be some further information about the quality and governance of the examination.  
c)Academic Training.  Dr Levy commented that there has been a reduction in ACF posts in London and that the number of posts in renal medicine has possibly reduced as it is not identified as a “shortage” speciality in the competitive bids for ACF posts.  SC will bring this to Lorraine Harper’s attention.  
Academic mentoring.  SC received a letter from Dr James Burton, asking whether it would be possible to identify senior renal academics to mentor renal academic trainees.  Alison Brown, Chair of the Equal Opportunities Committee, is planning work in this area.  SC will ask James Burton to email Alison Brown to take this issue forwards.  

d)  Workforce issues.  Dr Mason will forward a report.  It is anticipated that 11 further NTNs will be removed from the system.  These NTNs were created at the time of run through training.  The Committee have information about the location of the NTNs to be given in advance so that Training Programme Directors and Trusts can plan for this eventuality.  


	SC

SC

SC to write to Dr A Warrens to request further information and example questions.

PM

	9.

	Flexible Training Update.  See Alison Brown report.  AB notes that few Deaneries are now able to offer supernumery funding for flexible training and that slot shares are becoming increasingly the norm.  In a small specialty such as nephrology, slot shares can be difficult to arrange due to the small number of trainees in the Deanery and the fact that they are at different stages of training.  SC will write to Simon Davies as Chair of the SAC with this information.  


	SC

	10
	Communications.  The Committee needs to continue to endeavour to post all generated materials on the website.  SC will post the Committee minutes and papers and send to Alison.  


	SC

	11.
	Any other business.

Dual CCT in intensive care medicine.  SC updated the Committee about the request to develop a dual CCT in renal and intensive care medicine.  Members of the committee were concerned that the development of a formal training programme would reduce the flexibility for the small number of trainees who opt to undertake dual certification at the present time.  In addition there was concern about where the NTNs would come from. 


	SC

	
	Date of the next meeting:  Renal Association Conference, Newcastle, Between the 11-14th June 2012

Telephone conference in the interim.  
	


