Renal Association Education and Training Committee
Update for Renal Executive meeting September 2010
Sue Carr
1. CPD sessions Renal Association 2011 meeting  - 3  CPD sessions are planned, provisional topics as follows :
a) Electrolyte imbalance/ renal calculi session. Dr Firth (to be assisted by Prof Karet) 

b) Update on immunosuppression.  Dr Levy and Dr Lightstone 

c) AKI/patient safety  session - Dr Kingswood – subsequently requested by Programme committee to change to a diabetes update session which is currently being discussed.  

2. Renal Specialty Training Curriculum review group (RSTCRG)  

The updated Renal Curriculum has been accepted without modification by the GMC (one of only 3 specialities where this has been the case) and was launched in July 2010. Further minor revisions or updates, such as correcting spelling mistakes etc will be possible next year. The e-portfolio has been updated with new Curriculum.
The RCP Education Department in partnership with the SAC in Renal Medicine is offering a workshop on curriculum implementation and workplace-based assessment. 
Date: 17th September 2010.  Uptake so far is poor (subsequently cancelled and new date to be arranged for 2011)
4. e- learning

a) A successful bid was made in May 2009 by John Firth and Sue Carr on behalf of the Renal Association/RCP to the Department of Health e-Learning for Health (elfH) to produce e-learning context related to kidney diseases.  The project had started in Nov 2009 and had developed a curriculum outline for sessions and begun approaching module leaders. Unfortunately, the elfH funding was recently withdrawn and we were advised projects would no longer proceed. However, there now seems to be reduced funding for some projects to proceed in a limited form to complete modules by March 2011. We have submitted an application to develop AKI and CKD modules and will know outcome by end of September.
b) Possible RA website based resource - The Committee discussed developing a short teaching case of the month to be sent out with the RA newsletter Dr Levy and Dr Thuraisingham volunteered to assist Dr Harber with this project. This would require funding to modify  the website, 

c) Online Renal academy ; this project  has been abandoned (expected to be superseded by elfH).
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1. Attendees : Dr A Brown (Chair, deputising for Dr S Carr) , Dr P Pai, Dr J Levy , Dr J Firth, Dr C Kingswood, Dr J Reynolds (arrived late), D J Fox, Dr M Vernon, Dr M Brady, Dr P Topham, Dr S Riley, Dr R Thuraisingham, Dr M Arkanath (Observer)
2. Apologies received – Dr Sue Carr,  Dr Sunil Bhandari, Dr Liz Lightstone. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting.(Attachment A) : Minutes were agreed as a true record.

.
4. Membership of the Committee (Attachment B)

a) Dr Mark Brady (trainee rep, SpR Club rep for the NE ) and Dr R Thuraisingham (Consultant <10 years) were welcomed to the Committee.

b) Committee membership was reviewed and the  three members whose term is due to end this year were discussed

c) Dr Pearl Pai – the committee thanked Dr Pai for her hard work in arranging the recent successful national ST3 interviews, and asked her to continue in her post  for a further 3 years, which she is happy to do.

d) Dr Riley representing Wales was also asked to continue for a further 3 years.

e) Dr John Reynolds will discuss a successor in the forthcoming Renal Scientists meeting and will let Dr Carr know the outcome.

5. CPD Sessions for the Annual RA meeting 2011. Topics were discussed and the following were proposed :

d) Dr Firth ( to be assisted by Prof Karet) will lead an electrolyte imbalance/ renal calculi  session.

e) Dr Levy and Dr Lightstone will lead an update on immunosuppression session

f) Dr Kingswood will lead an AKI/patient safety  session ( assistant to be confirmed).

g) Advanced Nephrology Course  – Drs Harden & Bhandari. (Attachment C)  No representative was present to speak to this agenda item.  The Committee  discussed the email from Dr Bhandari proposing a patient safety workshop in the ANC , and all agreed this was an excellent proposal.
6. Nephrology Speciality Certificate examination –

a) Drs  Fox & Levy.(Attachment D) Dr Fox reported that the second diet in March 2010 had gone smoothly, with 97 sitting the exam , and an overall 60% passing ( 80% of UK trainees). 

b) The Committee discussed the letter from Dr Colin Jones raising a query about the evidence base for the sample questions for the exam. Dr Fox  emphasized that a total of 19 consultant nephrologists review each question ;  no one single question is completely reliable in isolation but  the exam outcome is the result of  many questions. The exam uses the robust and validated methodology which is used for the MRCP. The Committee  are well aware  that the exam organisers have done their utmost to make the exam  fair and reliable. Dr Fox will write to Dr Jones to answer the queries raised.

c) Dr Fox will make available to Dr Brady (trainee rep) and Dr Brown (Communications rep) a short presentation explaining exam methodology  and post exam review of questions, performance and discrimination. This information will be posted on the Training and Education Committee webpages by Dr Brown and on SpR Club  webpages by Dr Brady.

d) The Committee congratulated Drs Fox and Levy on the successful running of the SCE so far.

7. E-learning.

i. E- learning for Health project (Attachment E). Dr Firth reported on progress. Dr Firth and Dr Carr are jointly leading this project, from  the RCP/DoH, to address the renal curriculum. An outline proposal for 115 elearning modules has been submitted to the DoH and is awaiting approval. If approved, Drs Firth and Carr will recruit approx 4  leads who will each  develop 10-20 modules with the help of 3 or 4 assistant authors. IT support, including module templates, will be provided  by the DoH. Flyers to ask for volunteers for this task have been sent out at RA meeting and with RA newsletter.  Funding is likely to be of the order of  1 PA per week for module leads for the duration of the project (though the practicalities of how this will be paid, to employers via local mechanism, may vary) and approx £150 per module  for module authors.  Drs Firth and Carr will edit the whole project, and feedback on modules will be possible once published. 

ii. Dr Lightstone queried, via email, if it would be possible to develop the modules as apps for  iphones , and Dr Firth will look into this.

iii. On-line Renal Academy – Dr J Firth (Attachment F)

Dr Firth reported that progress with this had been disappointing ; there are ongoing discussions with doctors.net to see if it is possible to address current concerns.  However, it is likely that  the online Renal Academy will  in future  be superseded by elearning for health.

iv. Possible RA website based resource (M Haber proposal)

The Committee discussed the email from Dr Mark Harber suggesting a short teaching case of the month to be sent out with the RA newsletter.  All agreed this could be a very useful teaching aid. Dr Levy suggested that we should promote  use of the case as a basis for journal clubs in local units, with a facility for feedback, plus ideal answers sent out the following month, to ensure engagement. Dr Levy and Dr Thuraisingham volunteered to assist Dr Harber with this project.

Dr Chris Kingswood discussed the pilot elearning resource at Brighton University which is encountering problems with funding. Drs Firth and Carr to discuss with Dr Kingswood how to pool  these resources with elearning for health project to avoid overlap/duplication.

8. Current training issues – SAC update
a. Workforce issues – Dr Phil Mason (Attachment G) . Discussed by Dr Levy in  Dr Mason’s absence. Plan had been to lose 13 trainee posts , but this has been reduced.  London deanery is losing 5 trainees out of 110, and a further 2 posts are being lost elsewhere. Workforce predictions remain fraught with difficulty.  We await the outcome of the national St3 appointments with interest.

b. Curriculum update – S Davies and S Carr (Attachment H)

The updated Renal Curriculum has been accepted without modification and the Committee congratulated Dr Carr on this achievement thanks to her hard work. Further minor revisions or updates, such as correcting spelling mistakes etc will be possible next year. A launch date at the RCP has been set for the start of July 2010.

c. Academic Clinical Lecturers – Lorraine Harper . Email correspondence about the variation in assessment of Lecturers clinical training and CCT dates was discussed. All agreed this needs to be addressed for each individual, but as a rough guide an additional 25 or 50% clinical training time would be required (not twice as long).  All agreed that written guidance containing recommendations from this Committee posted on the T&E website would be helpful. Dr Levy will draft a statement together with Dr Carr.

d.  Dr Kingswood raised the issue of how educational supervisors grade evidence in the eportfolio.  The Committee agreed that with more weight being placed  on the supervisors report, and most assessments being subjective to some extent, the importance of multiple assessors documenting evidence and discussing trainee performance regularly, is more important than ever. 

9. Flexible training update – Dr A Brown. (Attachment I) ; a flexible training webpage is  now set up on the RA website  ; we hope this will prove a useful resource. TPDs will be asked to give an annual update of trainee and LTFT trainees for this webpage.

a) Dr Brown reported contact from  a  staff grade nephrologist, highlighting the fact that non- consultant grade doctors  also required representation and webpage resources.. The Committee agreed that Dr Brown should  develop a similar resource for non-consultant doctors who are likely to be  an increasing part of the renal workforce in future.
CPD events – Dr A Brown  ; no change to report. Latest CPD meetings have concentrated on future recertification and revalidation : time and resources required will  become apparent in current pilot studies.

Communications – Alison Brown E&T Committee lead (L) . Dr Brown has joined Communications Working Party , aim is to improve communications with RA members and develop and improve the website. Dr Brown asked all Committee to email her with any suggestions for this.

Any other business 

I. Collaboration of Specialist Societies – linked/shared educational resources (letter Dr Calogeras) : not discussed in Dr Carr’s absence.

II. Patient safety – letter from Paul Rylance : as above, to form workshop in ANC.

III.  Letter from Colin Jones re NCE – already discussed.

IV. Dr Levy raised the issue of recent guidance from the GMC relating to trainees undertaking exams or assessments when not in approved training posts. According to this recent guidance, trainees who are not in training posts who take further exams, will not have their exam recognised towards eligibility for CCT. For example, a trainee who worked for a year abroad after Foundation training but  not in OOPE , and passed MRCP Part 1 and 2, has been told that these exams will not count towards achieving CCT and  will have instead to achieve CCT via  CESR route. The Committee  agreed this seems unfair.  Dr Levy will draft a letter with Dr Carr from the E&T Committee , to send to the GMC.

V. Dr Pai gave a brief review of national St3 recruitment which overall has gone very smoothly. A couple of centres reported  minor problems  (candidates being phoned with job offers and asked to accept or decline immediately ; delay in  job offers being made to candidates after interview process because of central RCP delays). The dates for central review of appointable candidates who have not secured a post at their unit of application but can be offered unfilled posts elsewhere has not yet been set. The Committee agreed that it is essential to be able to recruit at least twice a year, to avoid significant gaps in rotations and service provision.
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